From Barren to Bountiful: How Reviving a Village Pond Transformed
Mahadevimangalam's Fortunes

The transformation of the Mahadevimangalam village pond is a remarkable testament to the power

of collaborative efforts in addressing water scar

city and enhancing agricultural sustainability. Previously engulfed by weeds and bushes, this critical
waterbody was virtually inaccessible and offered minimal utility for the community's agricultural
needs. The dire situation left the village heavily reliant on unpredictable rainfall patterns, exacerbating
their struggle with water scarcity, particularly during the arduous summer months. This scarcity not
only affected their agricultural activities but also forced the community to travel long distances to

meet their domestic water requirements.

The collaborative efforts of the National Agro Foundation and Asian Paints have breathed new life into
the pond. Through their intervention, the pond underwent an extensive rejuvenation process,
transforming it from a neglected and underutilized resource into a vital water reservoir. This
revitalized pond now stands as a beacon of hope for the village, providing a reliable source of water

for irrigation, thereby bolstering agricultural productivity and ensuring water availability for cattle.

More importantly, the transformation has mitigated the challenges posed by summer water scarcity,
ensuring the community has access to a consistent and dependable water supply for their domestic
needs. This development has fundamentally altered the villagers' livelihoods, allowing them to sustain

their crops and livestock with greater certainty and less hardship.

The villagers express their heartfelt gratitude to Asian Paints Limited and the National Agro
Foundation for their intervention, which has provided them with a lifeline during times of water
scarcity. The successful revival of the Mahadevimangalam Village Pond stands as evidence to the

power of collaboration and the positive impact it can have on the lives of rural communities.

INDIVIDUAL CASE STUDY:

In the small village of Mahadevimangalam, the life of Ms. Muniammal and her family of five has been
transformed by the rejuvenation of the village pond. Her husband is a farmer, and she supplements
the family's income through cattle rearing. Before the pond rejuvenation, the village faced severe
water scarcity. The pond was dry and polluted, forcing villagers, including her to travel long distances
to fetch water. This situation posed a significant challenge, particularly for providing water to the

cattle.



However, the joint efforts of the Asian Paints Ltd. (APL) and National Agro Foundation (NAF), the
village pond underwent a remarkable transformation. The rejuvenation process involved cleaning and
restoring the pond, ensuring a reliable source of clean water for the community. The impact of this
initiative has been far-reaching. The availability of clean water has significantly improved the lives of
Ms. Muniammal and her fellow villagers. The increased water levels have replenished the

groundwater benefiting agriculture and providing ample water for household and livestock needs.

The rejuvenated pond has directly
contributed to increased agricultural
productivity. Before the intervention,
they could harvest only 25 bags per acre
through Paddy cultivation. However, with
improved water availability, their yield
has increased to 30 bags per acre, a
substantial increase of 20 % in their
agricultural output. By addressing the
critical issue of water scarcity, the
rejuvenation of the village pond has not
only provided clean water but also
boosted agricultural productivity, leading

to improved livelihoods and overall well-

being for families.



